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AFTER THE WAR An mmpressave, e
ez volving Victorian  bearding.
by e sel svmbolmes the mas-
#  give ambesans of Philip Kan
Cotanda’s larpe-cast, 2%%-hoar drama
of the hastoncally gl interface
betoeen reluming fapanese Junen
ean intermees and ghe African Amer:
ican comammstly that had rephiced
them in San Fraocisco's 1945 Japa
s Townn Ceofanda crestes a nuglh-
racial armay of shasply drawn rharac-
ters, hemeteially embodied by a lost
rabe cast in Caney Perlndfs workd pre-
imiere, b Lo ivteraciions grow thin-
ner, ke developed aned samewlzl
didactic in a secomd act that shil
seem like 2 worb-in-progress. Ends
toalany. 51 25511 & the American Con
sepvatory Theater, 415 Geary 5t 5F,
(415} 7492258 wachslong
E. Huswait
BLUE DODR Teagle F. Boegere moei
Eig- sively creates the lneage of
Lo one Eaily from  slavery
% phreoogh  white  supremacist
terrerism 1o moddern Hmes — as Davxd
Fonbeno's magnetically repressed, AR
rican Amencan math pealesaor un
dergees A long might of soul-searchimg
after hes wife i lefi hitn, Some &5
pects of Tamya Barlaeld's delaul drama
are 5 srhematic as an ilhestrated his
fory bessaon, bal ber weiting s chectri-
fvimpdy original and noded aclor Det
roy Lindg, im hes becal darectorial de
L.ul:. has staged the Wemimate drama
as expertly as s performed. Through
May M. A the Berkelsy Beperbory
Theatre’s Thiust Stage, 2025 Addison
B, Berkeley, (510 64720 wowrwr
.!'mrE::fannp INE.
— R Hurwitt

IERSEY BOWS “Sherry,” “Big Girls

-i sy, Dot O™ and "Walk Like a
h;“ Klan™ kick the muscal hio of
Seamons imla hagh pear 1o

Frankic Valli and the Fear
Bt of
Broadway's first touring production
of director Des MeAnaff's dynamical-
by staged, Tomywinnng Broadway
hit. The somgs and the sory grow less
interesting m the second act of the
2¥e-heoner tmmacal, but the engaging
performers and  gemerally  cxpertly
rendered olly= make for an coter
tmiming, eoerpefic olt of wslalys
Ths |_||,|\'_|||I "'|-|_|H: 0, 5505, A the
Cuorran Theatre, 45 Geary 81, SF.
(150 51 2-T7E wwnwr shrsfoogrr.
— B. Hursst

MERRILY WE ROLL ALOMG Robert
:_--_; Kelley's sharp, emergeic and
'b-hs.;-',fu'lll,- mancful,  ZH-hoer

i TheatreWorks revival of Sie
phen Semdheim and Ceeorge Furth's
off and extensively revised 1931
Rroacheay thog, 1 sls most curment ver
siom, is probably abme! as good as 6l
prets. Somdbeim’s masterially inlerwo

JOATE GOLIECERID

Cliff McCormick stars as Dr. Henry Jekyll in Palo Alto Players’
production of “Jekyll & Hyde, the Musical,”™ previewing Friday
and opening Salurday at the Lucie Stern Theatre in Palo Allo.

ven, irresisible melodes are beanti
fully sumg amd plaved, hot the back
ward-told story of how a sweeessful
film peedlucer soil oul hs wasthiful
dreams sill fails b give ns mouch ren
san 1o cane shoul whest he might have
achieved. Through Apeal 22 3200560
At the Mountsin View Center Far the
Perlorming  Arts, 500 Castro 51,
MlommEaim View, {500 HF -GN wwwt
Hivelreworks.org — E. Huraatt

NIXON'S WINDH Director Alichas]
s Batler peprises his "7 San Jose
I Repertory hil, wath Peler Van

By Morden's comically wary, be
fudclled Kisaznger trying bo get David

Fichette™ sly, mercural, umhalanced

Moot e commit 1o resigning oo the

eveod that hisorse meent. Russell Lees”

Wl-mimse comedy, though funmny,

diesn't cut wery decp, bub curment

evenls bend 0 oa chilling tension be

tavcen revnlsion, halarsty and ooetal
pir Ends today. 525-5%0, At the San
Jose Bepestory Theatne, 101 Paseo de
San Amlomie, Sam fose. () 3677155
WH BT CIAIE, — E. Hurwitt

PRIVATE JOKES, PUBLIC PLACES In
g A mvenely Tomey and provoca
s S o T

h;, tively dense, Sl-mimute satme

# gn architectaral vogoes and
ideals, Oren Safdee on of lamed ar
chilect hoshe Safdie) tses 3 professo
el panel’s eritique of a shadent fhesis
project 1o raise sharp questions of art,
functicn &nd humanity in design.

Though e woript works mosthy on an

imtellectinal rather thao dramals: ke

el Barbara Damashek™s sharply
stzzel, likbrions production soars on
the defli performances of AL, Rang

[ihe anthor's wifel, Robert Parsons,

Charbes Ihmn amd Max Gondon

Mpare, Throzgh May 130 325350 A

Eleer Ausrora Theatre, 2081 Addion 51,
Teerkeli. (510} 8434821 WA
ratfueafne org. B Husrwit

SMOKEY 1OFS CAFE Amwerican Mo-
sical Theatre of San Jose bamgs hack
the long rungning revie of Jermy Leibe
or and Wike Sioller hois, fesfuring
sy song as HRansas City,™ “Poson
Ivy,” “Chartie Heown,™ “Spanich Har-
lem™ and “Jailboase Kock.”™ Bl Cas-
pelBina direets, Erads today, $13.753T5
Ar the San [ose Cenber for the Pe-
formimg Arts, 255 Almaden Bhad, San
[t (RAR) 455-TEA. wvw amls.ons
WHOS AFRAID OF WVIRGIMIA
i, WOOLF? Eathleen Tomer and

w A, Bill Iradn are exquisibely, 5
crciatingly well-matched =

the eternally waming Martha and
Ceearpe of FEadwand Albee’s masterful
loig night's verhal shopfest 1m0 dawa,
revraling depibs of sell awanenes and
errily recopmizable dependemcy e
U cotrrse of three Bt acts in thoes
quick lhours, Anthony Pape’s de
semvedly  celebrmabed 2005 Bevadway
revival brimgs ot the full bracing b
mue and humanily of the play, with
superh supporing work by David
Furr amd Kathkeen Early as the ot ul
theiz deptly guests. Through May 12
$45.380, A1 the Coklen Gate Thealre,
1 Tavlor 5t, 5.F, (415 312-77L wrwud
whersl o — E. Hurwatl

SMALLER HOUSES

EEACH BLAMKET EAEYLOM %hll an
. effervescent exiravaganza of
h'_!_.l ally wmlups,  catrageoms
guns ared cme showstopper al
I aerokler, the Rate Steve Silver’s fast-
pacel, exguElely tieed opical mo-
siral revie is halt to L= and bet
[ully maintained by direcior Kenay
Mlazbow. Smow White smirches o
true bove thromgh a nomsiop an-
ﬂu;u{]ﬂ_ of ||'.||'55-:'.I'._:|"I.|""-.'|ri|'|- and o
culiure hmpocas and fantastically
seulpied hats and hairdos, Exvery s
member i a knockout, and longtime
resickent divas Wal Diamsond and Re-
née Tuhin coatribate sarelize, deal
ish double takes and astonishing dis-
pays of woml probechnics. Cpene
ended rum. 325-5377. At the Club Foga:
¥z, 678 Green 51, 5F. (415 421482
wrw, el e feviveL cont.
— B Huzvatt

BLOAD WEDDING Trfnsed with Daad
Epe Melean’s chapoent flamenoe
=" gaitar, saged with handsome
amsterity by Faren Chdeikin

and al tmees pasionately sung, the -
lerse poclry of Fedeneo Carci
Larea’s preal hlood-fend mragedy 1l
mimales amd enengises this Sholpam
Flayers production Though Some-
wlat unesvendy performed, the almos)
pam b stagung réaches moments of
riveting intensify. Through Agml 290
$17-525 At the Ashby Stage, 1901 Ash




